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Chairman William Kennard
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Washington, X 20334

Ix Parte Filing in cuses FO 91-171/1-‘0 91-301
Deor Chairman Kennard:

Please reject the proposed change in your Emergency Alert System (FAS) males. Tt would prevent paople
watching local TV smtions on a cable system from receiving emergency apnouncements from their local public
safety authorities.

There is no basis far such preemption of state and local public satety authorities, particularly against their
will. Al viewers of cable channals should get amargency announcemsnts from their local public safety
authority. (therwise the public safety is harmed. So please reject the proposed change, including any
proposal to praempt franchise provisions on local emargency slerts.

Municipalitier are charged with protecting the public safety. They have trained public safety authorities on
duty 24 hours a day with an obligation ond duty to notity the public of emergencies. Where they have telt it
necessary (such as TV «ation annotincements baing inadequate or neading supplementing) municipalities
reqquire all channel local alert systems in their cable franchises. Tt is o violation of Fedaralism, common sanse
and your statutory duty to Tam this vital public safety tunction overio o private paity who has no obligation,
training or authority on public satety matters.

Rroadeasters supporting the proposed rle claim that their emergancy alerts are superior to those of state and
Jocal public satety authorities. This is a dacision for each municipal safaty authority t© determine on a cass by
case basis, as reflectad in their cable tranchise. This dacision cannot be turned ovar by a private porty with no

public safety obligation.
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Alurt sysicms deal with amengenuics whare public salcty authorides have determined that the public necds w
be informed immedistely. The fuct thut cmengeanoy slarts fram publio safcty authonitics may ovvasionually
overlsp those of privi partics (such as broadcusicrs) is @ minor problem, if it is 4 problem ui wll, The NAL's
proposcd Tule is unsceeplable because it guaranlees s substantinl reduction in the number of people receiving
CICTEANGY dnnouncements irom their loval publio safcty authorily.

Lmergeney informetion on ‘I'V ststions wm be helplul by typivally applics muinly w0 weathar.  Loval
emurgenoy alers are also used Lor other wpus of amongencics, such a3 hazudous matnial spills, gas louks,
prison cscapes, street and bridge closings and local snow anergenaics. TV slatons Lypically don™t cover
these. In part, this is because 1TV sldiions serve hundreds of vommunitics, Yhey dom'’t cover loval amuergencics
which affcot only one communily. Cable sysiems are ofien the best or only means for mumcipaliucs w alet
their residents (o local emergencies which relleol loval vonditions,

The Cable Act allows communitics in recwals Lo require oable systams W mect communily needs.  Locul
cmargeney dlert systems are part of meeting such aceds. Beesuse they are proleoted by thase provisions of the
Cuble Act you venmot procmpl tham,  And any alemipt 4l preemplion would violdle the principles ol
Federalism and the ULS. Constitution duc Lo publiv safely mduers being ol vilad loval vonoarn,

Sincercly,
#/Jen M. Dusur

JERIM. DUSTIR
Assistant City Mamagur

e Commissioner Liwrold [urohigou-Roth, L'CC
Commissioner Michuacl Powell, 1'CC
Comamissioner Gloria Lrsta, FCC
Commissioner Susan Ness, 1°CC
Mr. John Logal, Auting Chicl, Cable Scervives Burcau
Ms. Mugulic Romal Salas, Scorctary, 1'CC
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